
  Snap Shot Comparisons 
Displaying data comparisons in different 
formats helps viewers see differences 
more clearly and easily. 

 

Scenario: Demo School District wants to know if students from historically underrepresented 
student groups are enrolling in STEM courses in proportion to their representation in the high 
school population.  Center staff provide a student composition index which reveals that both 
Hispanic students and females are over-represented in STEM courses while males are under-
represented. 

 

 

Scenario: Demo School District wants to compare graduation rates for all students, CTE 
participants and CTE concentrators.  Center staff develop a simple bar chart highlighting the 
comparison across two years. 
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A composition index is used to 
determine if a particular group is 
over or underrepresented in 
proportion to their representation 
in the total population.  The 
composition index, where equity 
is equal to 1.0 (shown as the black 
line), further demonstrates the 
equity gaps in the over and under-
representation of student groups.   

Bar charts provide a 
quick way to compare 
data.  In this example, 
it is easy to see that 
CTE concentrators 
(red bar) are 
graduating at rates 
that exceed both CTE 
participants (green 
bar) and all students 
(blue bar). 



 
Scenario: Demo Regional Program wants to highlight participation from rural and non-rural 
programs.  Rather than present a graph or chart, Center staff develop an icon comparison for 
increased visual appeal and understanding. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Scenario: Demo School District wants to know which 9th grade student groups are struggling 
academically.  Center staff develop a simple bar chart to highlight percentages of student groups 
and all students with one or more F’s.  The red indicator line provides the percentage of all 
students as a point of comparison. 

 

 

Scenario: Demo School District wants to know if males and females are chronically absent at the 
same rate.  Center staff develop a butterfly chart for easy visual comparison.  

 
           Rate of Chronic Absenteeism by Gender and Grade Level           
                            Male     Grade Level      Females 

 
 
 
 

Bar graphs can be used to 
compare different student 
groups over a period of 
time.  Indicator lines can be 
used to demonstrate 
targets, state averages, 
district averages, and other 
comparison points.  

Icon graphs  can be used to 
make side by side comparisons 
or used as stand alone figures. 

Butterfly/tornado 
charts are used to 
represent two data 
series side by side, such 
as comparing males 
and females. 

For more information, visit us at: www.wesd.org/thecenter 


